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October 24, 1918. 


Dearest Sweetheart and Folks, 
Brer Fox's cable came in and “as a most comforting piece of news. I am: 
sO glad Fieldmouseface’ is all right.. ‘hese surely do be parlous times, but the 
Lord seems to have His loving eye upor Us all the while. I think by the time 
this war is over some of us will have learned to come somewhere near to trusting 
tim, the way we ought to all the while. I also had such a lovely letter from 
Mrs. Payne. I an sending it on, because I know you will want to read it. Then 
you can turn it over to APR to keep in the archives. It seems strange to have 
& claim staked out in 2 cemetery already. 
iy work is pretty varied just now. While -I was off in the hospital with 

the influenza Chaplain Gearhardt (erstwhile of 35th and Spring Garden Sts.«} took 
my place. He did very well with it. Tosday a letter came in from G.H.}. asking 
for the naves of some chaplains who needed a rest and a change. I sent some names 
bt and then suggested Gearhardt for my job and asxed for a transfer. I said that 

{ hoped to spend a year here in France studying so if there was any job near 
Paris I should like that. while in many ways I should dearly like to stay and do 
that work, I somehow cannot believe thet it will come to pass. I fear it would 

rove +00 expensive. It would mean a lot in my future work. But I want to get 
back to you folks also. I wish Bumny ard Fox could get a Sabbatical year to begin 
next Jume, or earlier if possible. Then they could see a few of the interesting 
places hereabouts.e I have a feeling thet if I once get home I will never be per- 
suaded to leave my happy home again. Then in this business letter to the office 
of the chaplains I did not want to ask for a transfer home. That had better be 
taken up ore directly with my friend Bishop Brent. If I get to 4 place like 
Paris there will be more opportunity for seeing him and setting away. 

I have written to Dr. Che Merle d'Aubigne whom I went to hear preach 
when in Paris about the nature of study over here. I also wrote to Paul van Dyke to 
look it up. I thought’ I would get as many facts as possible. I think if [I did 
study here a year I could go right back to teach in Princeton. It is this foreign 
study that wins them over there, and novody will demand German degrees for a 
while now. Paris is the new center. In.a way I should like to get in on the 
sround floor. Then too, I think I could help a bit to start Protestantism off 
on a joy ride in Francee I wrote Merleyd'Aubigne a few of my potent ideas. He will 
be greatly edified no doubt. But. in spite of all this sortimg of wishing, I 
expect Stewie will search out and grab i first chance to come home. In fact I 
suess I would come home anyway because I do want to. see you all tremendously. 

‘ I hope Anne MacGregor eeu you for the winter. I have not “had 1 

to hear from her since she felt better, but I expect some letter will be rolling 
in any day. I get your letters frequently and regularly by the way. I rather 
anticipate that che will be planning to come over here. This would hardly be 
necessary froma tilitary point of view for I think the war will be over before 
enother month passes. However, if things worked out so that it seemed wise to 
stay here and study, she might get her passage paid by joining some Red Cross 
unit and working vith them till they disbanded here. in many ways nothing would 
prove more restful after this summer than to curl up in some snug quarters in 
Paris with APR and study for the winter. I could do all the work necessary 

by next June, and then we would come and spend the summer with you in Delhi, pro- 
vided Director Fox could get me a job in Prénceton as from the Last of May and 
solbe drawing some salary. Chesty claims he needs an assistant in history. The 
University needs a good professor of English Bible. I can do either or both. 
Modesty, that's me all over, Mabel. 

I think the church will pick up as the fall goes on. But Fox muxt not 
worry for all the churches ust be in the same hole. I shall be delighted to get 
2 letter from presbytery. I am surprised to hear that Dr. Cochran is coming over. 
He was even more fortunate than I in selecting his time to come. I wonder what 
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kind of a job the Bishop will give m . 
Bumny's letter was just as sweet as it could be. I am carrying it around 
in my pocket. I often carry one set of letters until the next bunch comes. It 
was Certainly great the way Bunny went to the rescue of Irs. Heller. It is a 
wonder the old lady was not killed. Please tell her I was so sorry to hear she 
had been hurt, and remember me to her most particularly. Bunny is good enough 
to be a nurse in one of these hospitals over here. But, I fear that would get 
we eoat just a bit. That is some place to be, especially the operating room. 

I have seen some perfectly wonderful operations. They have some fine doctors and 
saseue men with good reputations in the States, and specialists on either the 
head or the abdomen, and they save afgood many lives every day. I rever had seen 
many clinics, any in fact, wtil now, when I have a private one any time I drop 
in. The surgeon explains to me as he works along just what he is doing. 

I hone Esther drops me a line when she lands. She will enjoy coming over. 
There are all kinds of very nice girls over here in all kinds of work. They are 
making good too. It is great to run into one every now and again who talks good 
United States, and comes from somev yhe re near where you have been and possibly 
Imows some of your friends. Two Princeton boys stopped me on the street of a 
Vara des ‘illage to-day. You meet them every now and then. I shall be pb -nterested 
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to hear am accomt of the Directors meating at the Seminary 
to be there. For seven years now, I hevé been there at this “time. % also feels 
like time to study. Perhaps that accounts for all my interest in staying over 
for the winter. A year ago APR and I ° vere living in that very cozy little house. ~ 
I think of it mich. I hope by this tim? that the kmives and lace have come. The 
lace I fear will not bring so mech joy as it might have, but never mind, dont 
give it away. The knives I know will dali; eht youe Gee, I wished I could get st there 
to Gat Christmas dinner with them with you. It seems now impossible to hope for 
Thankssiving there. That is only a month off, and the trip takes a good part of 
that, from start t» finish. r 
Well, we will hope and pray tha u& it will all work out best. as we lmow it 

will. It is 2 great comfort to know th¢ wt you pray for me so often. I know it 
helps a lote I guess every though of you igs a kind of prayer. This old war is 
mean businesse I think I'll be a pacif fist all the rest of my life. It almost 
geems as if nothing was worth such a‘ vay as this, and yet I think it is worth 
while vay down at bottom. We must be vary meek in voctory for we do not deserve 
to win, I mean morally or spiritually. I run the danger that Gideons 20,000 


‘yan of thinking that it was their numbe rs jvho were to do the trick. My only fear 


is that the end will not be clear eut, Bngland will try to grab, France will be 
willing to barter and the U.S. will - oe and Germany will slip som- 
thing over on us yet. 
T love you all, and hope overyt ing is going finely. The pictures were 
a sreat joy. I hope you can send some more anone I hope I get a post near Parse = 
as a starter towards the States. That place seems right across the strett from 
N.Y. Every few days some ne drops in just from Hobeken. I really fell for Paris. 
I guess those old book shops, and the silhouette of Notre Dame in the sunset 
went to mp head. I have written this letter on Colonel Megill's typewriter. 
Wow I will be off to mess. Ye get splendid food here, and everybody says I am 
setting fat. I doubt it myself. 


Love, Loads of love, I love youe 
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Vict” Chayelri, Stall 


October 29,1918. ¢ 


Dearest Folks, 


With my back to a beautiful fire, anda candle perched on 
an old lamp base, I am much inclined to write you dear People 
a letter. Word comes from you regularly and the letters are very 
much of a help. I am surprised how.frequently they come. All is 
going well here. The weather is perfectly wonderful now. We are 


enjoying some real’indian summer. The night sets in rather soon 
in the afternoon, But the nights are’ splendid ta gleep. im. 1 go 
to bed about ten. aNclock at» night and) geti,out Or Bed, about eight 


in the morning. That is not such a very hard life considering the 
fact that there is supposed to be a war on in these parts. One 
night I missed sleeping when I rode down to one of the Hospitals 
to see how our fellows were getting along. But I made it up the 
next day and night so it did not matter. Donald happens to be 
away now sick a bit. I tried to get over to see him to-day buat 
there was no transportation going that way. I'll try again. It 

is rather fun to get a bit sick because you have such a grand 
time in the hospital and travelling around on your way back to 
your organization. ly little bit of influenza netted me two short 
stays in Paris which was more than pay for the iliness I felt for 
a day or two. 

I think I am still continuing to grow fat. The food is very 
good, and being more or less out of doors all the time gives me - 
2 most unreasonable appetite. I am always famished. It is a great 
beauty about this gypsy life we lead that at almost every corner 
of the road there is a field kitchen set up and some American 
boy cooks engaged in making pancakes, or some other homelike 
delicacy. They will always give you a meal. The night I rode back 
to the hospital to see how things were going, I had to travel by 
severel vehicles, because no one went all the way through to my 
destination. At one place I ran across our own quartermaster 
devartment. It was along about two-thkoty a@.m. and being @ bit 
chilly with riding, I dropped in by the fire under their kitchen 
stove to warm up a bit. They promptly impressed upon me a giant 
Slice of fine tasting bread,covered with butter and gave me a big 
cup of coffee. You have no idea how good it tasted. Bunny will 
understand I know. On another oceasion after sleeping in a box car 
one night on the last lap of my trip back to the division, I found 
part of a Rkkks= Chicago regiment of railroad engineers who gave 
me breakfast of cocoa, and pancakes, with butter and syrup. I 
do not expect you folks hardly have such things at home. Then I 
had my first ride in an American locomotive, driven by an engi- 
neer who used to drive a train drom Kansas City to Chicago, on 
a little railroad that our boys had built away over here in 
France. I never expected that to be the setting for my debut in 
the cab of an American steam engine. 

One of the greatest things I own has been that sleeping 
bag of kapok that came from Wanamakers. Once you get inside you 
cannot slide out, nor your feet become uncovered. I am thankful 
for it every evening and morning. Now I am wearing Bunny's sweater 
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every day. It is hardly time to put on the real heavy underwear. 

My silk stuff has been a great comfort, and I wear the pajamas 
every night. Just now for some time we have been unable to get 
any laundering done. I have gone back to the laundry bag on several 
occasions for "clean" linen. It was a case of choosing the lesser 
of two evils. But before long it will be possible to have the 
whole thing done, and Stewie will blossom forth as fresh as a daisy. 
If I get transfered out of this division I will probably go where 
washing can be done every day of the week, and where it will seem 
very luxurious indeed. It is strange that in spite of these things 
that may sound hard, one dves not feel hardly at all any sense of 
privation. I sleep nights, eat three square meals, and feel very 
comfortable. I think it is partly to be credited to the uniform. 

It is hard to muss ‘one up, and it always fits you very well. The 
knee style of breeches saves the pressing of the lower trouser leg, 
and the mud always ¢ets on the boots and not on the ciothes. Then 
before you arise in the morning your striker comes and fills your 
wash basin with hot water, wherewith you may sh-ve and wash, anda 
takes your boots ana Sam Browne belt out where he can give them 

a thorough polishing. And so when you have washed, shaved and 
dressed you feel pretty chipper. We have a tailor and clothes 
presser on the job ell the time, for the general's clothes must be 
pressed, and so must ours. ‘here is also friend Horave Infusine, 
the cobbler, who made me a pair of leather shoe strings the other 
day when mine broke. He says that he is going to make me a pair of 
velvet slippers when he gets home. He says that they are an old 
Yorld product for the most part, but very luxurious. They have 
leather soles. They will be fine to wear in the evening in the 
study, when my students come in to talk over their work etc. 

I wrote Chesty a letter last evening telling him how I thought 
the Seminary ought to be run! I received a nice letter from hin, 
and also one from Mrs. Stevenson. She said that Dr. might come over 
to France "to take charge of the religious work" of the Y.M.C.A. I 
suppose. Well it needs someone to take charge of it. Now it is mostly 
just being a canteen for cigarettes and the like. The institution 
that has come to the fore in this army has been the Salvation Army. 
The reputation they have axquired is profound and impressive. [I 
have lately heard men say, "Well when I get home all my change is | 
going into the tambourine". And the thing I like about them is that 
they have had very little to work with, no anvertising, and have 
in all the cases I know of; been evangelistic to the core. I would 
be of the opinion that they had converted more men than any other 
one instrumentaltiy over here. They work in their own way. Women 
for the most part do the work. There are two rather young women 
in this town. They make and give away about four thousand doughnuts 
a day,run a little canteen with towels, writing paper, Cigarettes 
und the like, have a piano and hold Gospel meeting and the like. 
Their whole work i a coherent whole. They are not afflicted with 
this division of labor bug, so that they have one "religious work 
director" one something else, and one truck driver, The Y.M. has 
Let in a lot of absolutely irreligious men under the excuse that 
they were not to do religious work, but that the Y.M. needed 
techinical experts to handle accounts and sell candy and the like. 
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Although we have a ¥.M. unit with us, I stopped in Peris at the 
head office of the Kinghts of Columbus and had a talk with Mr. Hearn 
thelr main gun there, and got him to send a unit of tnat institution 
bo us. They arrived wit in a week, and have gone right to it. I did 
this because I had observed that they were doing the canteen end of 
the game more efficiently than the Y.M. I did not get them for their 
religious services, because they do not pretend to furnish any. 
Most of the priest that were K. of C. men have now been taken over 
and made regu@ar cha»lains. A lot of the ministers in the Y.M. have 
Gone the same thing, I am glad to say. But there are still four 
preachers in the YaM. unit wkth us, who for the most vart are 
just selling cigarettes. I do not know which they are, for you 
cant pick them out by anything in them that distinguishes a minister. 
Perhaps that is what they desire. My privat opine is that they are 
more of less derelicts for whom this war offered a good chance to 
bust out and start anew. I suspect a lot of the civilian workers 
one finds in this army, are those who have sort of winked out in 
Some other line of work, and so have felt the "call to fight" more 
urgently than some others who are holding down successful positions 
at home. Frankly thet would be my diagnosis of the recent action 
of Dr. J.W.Cochran. I know the over-age chaplains I met the other 
week, were decidedly of that class. There are some arny officers 
who must also go in that class. However, my relations with the Y.M. 
and other such institutions have been the very pleasantist. I 
do not want to be thought sore on them. Mr. Smith the general 
secretary attached to our division is a fine chap, carries me about 
in his car, and would do anything in the world he could to help me 
and does all he can. We all get along finely. Most of the criticasm 
is what I hear from others. But there is much said in praise of 
them, and that must be remembered. But the subject always starts an 
argument pro and con. The Salvation Armt alone escapes the argument. 
Everybody seems to want to stand up for then. 

The Salvation Army is an interesting institution. In many ways 
it approaches the Apostolic ideal. I have not studied into all its 
history, but have watched it working in many places, and mast that 
it does I have to agprove. I listen to some of their preachers on 
& down town corner in the evening, and I hear the straight Gospel. 
I do not think there is much heresy among the Army. It is a Bibical 
theology that they aave, as opposed to a scholastic type. They 
do not know or care whether they are Calvinistic or whatnot, but 
they follow the Bible pretty well. Of course they show some of the 
excrescenses of a too great literalisn, but that is not of them 
alone, and who shall say that the literal may not be the correct 
inéerpretation. Eminent and saintly D.D.'s say thus. Further they 
provoke convergions. And for the soc allside which we all seek 
these days, they carry on a kind of open handed charity unspoiled 
by card indices, and red tape. They may give undeserveRing folk 
some stuff, but is that not better that the ponderous and for the 
the most part fruitless efforts of our United Charities to avoid 
the same. I like all this. Now it may be that their leader has made 
a mint of money and lives in luxury. I personally would do the same 
had a small beginning turned out well for me. They may have a lot 
of worthless hangers on, but what organized and reputed church has 
not as many? I do not think one of those old clothes collectors 
who lives off the salvation Army, after having been converted per-- 
haps, is any worse a specimen than some board secretary who does 
the same, being also thoroughly converted and a good man. That sort 
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of criticism I tha was rather rapned by Paul when he said that 
although as a matter of fact he lived mostly from hig independent 
leans, he had a just claim on the support of the people among whom 
he went as did everyone who ministered& to them. No all in all I 
think the Salvation Army has a good lesson to teach us. I wish I 
had the pep to get un on a street gorner and preach, Paul used to 
do it and the Salwation Army man does it to-day. 
So much for the S.A. These few thoughts are free and I hope 
Will edify. I prea@hed last Sunday in a Roman Catholic church nere 
in town. I manage to get along with the priests pretty well. Some 
of them are fine fellows, and some are the old type xind that you 
visualize in the mind. I keep them sweet. That is about all the job 
I have. My friend Gearhart is here at division headquarters being 
Division Burial Officer, a job I had until I was ‘gick, and which 
I am glad not to have. He also acted Div. Chaplain wniile I was 
away, and I have recommended to G.H.Q. to make him that permamently 
and send me to other fields of usefulness, as a starter for home, 
unless the war endsimmediately. But I notice that he is Liable to 
get in trouble. He has accused to Christian Scientist of proselyt; 
ing, and when I showed him an endorsement of the work of an R.C. 
ciapleain by his colonel, he said that was white wash. Those things 
do. not make for the smooth running of things, and Stewie has to 
go around and get everybody happy again. Now I like the Christian 
Science chap a lot, and if he chooses to give out a few tracts to 
people, I do not see where it would be my business. to complain OL (2% 
to the Chief of Staff as friend Gearhart did. I do not agree with 
my friend Jackson's science but fighting him only spils the whole 
thing, and obviates any little thing that te night: be able to do 
together, such as burying a man, when he and IL conductea the service. 
and he read out of the Bible the chapter in Corinthians. about the 
resurrection off the body. It was as true coming from him as had I . 
read it, and he was willing and. glad to read it. I rather do that 
with him, Shan accuse him of giving out tracts. Too many preachers 
go up in the air I find about things. I think I have learned from 
Fox and Grandfather to be very patient and kindly towards other 
sorts of Christians. I am glad. I hear from Anne MacGregor that 
a Catholic doctor baptized the Twins during their momentary life 
on earth. It was not necessary I do not believe they being the 
Children of the elett, but the doctor understood differently and 
for their sakes did what he could. I cannot help feeling grateful 
to him. Now I read that to some of our forefathers in the faith 
his act would have been worse than murder and would have created a 
tempest in the minds of the good brethren of the Reformed order. 
What. is the matter with me, I .ama,good Calvinist I hope, and. yet 
I feel very kindly toward this benighted papist. ' 
All this long epistle have I written to you. My back has been 
so fine and warm in the fire’ and the candle burns very: well. It 
is now about a quarter to seven nd I will go over to dinner and 
pro ably sit around Listening to the piano for a while after which 
it will be about time to hit the hay. So.you will not think that 
I am having avery hard war of it. I was certainly much favored 
in having this particularp post for all the chaplains even in this 
division “wALL not have just this prgrem tonight. 
If the Fieldmouseface is not there, she may like to see this 
letter. I hope she will get to you before so very long, although 
I think it is nice that she can be with the Parkers for a while 
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